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Programme of the Symposium on the Dutch/ Italian pa inter 
Caspar van Wittel /Gaspare Vanvitelli (1653 - 1736)  combined with visits to 
private & public collections of his work.  
 
 Organisation: 

A joint venture of the Foundation ‘Friends of Caspar van Wittel’ (Amersfoort, 
Netherlands) and the Royal Netherlands Institute in Rome (Koninklijk Nederlands 
Instituut in Rome, KNIR)

Place and Date:

Royal Netherlands Institute in Rome (KNIR), Via Omero 10/12, I-00197 Rome
Friday the 26th and Saturday the 27th of October 2012

Organizers: 

Dr. Bart van Steenbergen (Foundation ‘Friends of Caspar van Wittel’)
Dr. Arthur Weststeijn (KNIR)
Dr. Marieke van den Doel (KNIR)

Language:

English
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Programme Day 1 Friday October 26
09.15-09.45 Welcome coffee

09.45-10.00 Words of welcome: Dr. Gert-Jan Burgers, Director of the KNIR.
10.00-11.30 Morning session: Chair: Dr. Bart van Ste enbergen. 

Dr. Patrizia Piergiovanni (Rome) on: 
Caspar van Wittel and his most important maecenas: the Colonna family
Dr. Piergiovanni is curator of the Palazzo Colonna in Rome. She has published 
about this subject: Vanvitelli e i Colonna in : Capolavori di Scopire (Milano 2005).

Albert Boersma (Amersfoort) on: 
Caspar van Wittel; his teachers in Amersfoort
Mr. Boersma is specialized in 17th century Amersfoort painters. Momentarily he is 
writing a book on Matthias Withoos.

11.30-11.45 Coffee break

11.45 Dr Laura Laureati (Rome) on: 
Caspar van Wittel and the birth of the cityscape.
Dr. Laureati is generally seen as the greatest living expert on Caspar van Wittel.She 
has published numerous articles and contributions to catalogues on this painter.

Lunch

14.30 Afternoon Session
Visit to the Van Wittelcollection (drawings) in: 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale  (public but not accessible for the general public).
Word of welcome by Dr. Osvaldo Avallone, Director.
Guide: Dr. Margherita Breccia Fratadocchi. Head of Prints and Drawings.

16.00 Visit to the Van Wittel-collection in: 
Palazzo Pallavicini  (private: Maximum number participants is 15)
Guide: Princess Maria Camilla Pallavicini.

or
Alternative program

16.00 Visit to the Vermeer-exhibition in:
Scuderi del Quirinale (pubic, opposite Palazzo Pallavicini) Optional.
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Programme Day 2 Saturday October 27
09.30-10.00 Welcome and coffee.

10.00-11.30 Morning session: Chair Dr. Arthur Westst eijn (KNIR).
10.00-11.30 Morning Session

Dr. Sergio Guarino (Rome) on: 
Caspar van Wittel and the Sacchetti family.
Dr. Guarino is curator of the Museum Capitolino in Rome. He is specialized in the 
family Sacchetti. The cultural heritage of that family laid the foundation for the 
museum Capitolino.Marchese Sacchetti was the first patron of Caspar van Wittel, 
who lived for 6 years in his palace at the Via Giulia in Rome.

Dr. Arno Witte (Amsterdam) on: 
Caspar van Wittel (drawings) and Cornelis Meyer (te xt): their plan to make 
the river Tiber navigabile.

Dr. Witte was involved in the restauration of the manuscript and the symposium 
on this plan of Van Wittel and Meyer.

11.30-11.45

11.45 Dr. Bart van Steenbergen (Amersfoort) on: 
Caspar van Wittel and the introduction of early mod ernity into Italy.
Dr. van Steenbergen is a cultural sociologist. He has published a number of 
articles on Caspar van Wittel and is involved in the preparation of a Van Wittel-
exhibition in Amersfoort.

Closing remarks: Arriën Kruijt , Former Alderman fo r Culture, Commune di 
Amersfoort.

Lunch

Afternoon Session
14.30 Visit to the Van Wittel-collection in Rome: 

Galleria Nazionale d'Arte Antica, Palazzo Barberini  (public)
Guide: Dr. Anna Lo Bianco ( director and curator) i nvited. 

16.00 Visit to the Van Wittel-collection in Rome: 
Palazzo Colonna (private)
Guide: Dr. Patrizia Piergiovanni, curator. 

Coffee break

 
 
Note: the following order of the speakers may be su bject to change. 
 

 
 


